
THE FIFTH SUNDAY  
OF EASTER 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

April 28, 2024 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

  Morris Plains, New Jersey 

Pastor David Russert 



WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
We are glad to have you at worship with us today, 

as we receive God’s good and gracious gifts! 

At Trinity, we joyfully share God’s love and Word with all people 

through worship, learning, fellowship, and service. 

Trinity is a member of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), meaning  

our beliefs and teachings follow after the Bible-based teachings of Martin Luther, 

 who sought to bring the Church back to the pure doctrines of Scripture. Simply put,  

we believe, teach, and confess what the Bible says—no more, no less. 

As part of the LCMS, our beliefs and teachings can be summarized as: 

 Grace Alone:    God loves the people of the world, even though they are sinful,  

   rebel against Him & do not deserve His love. He sent Jesus, His      

   Son, to love the unlovable & save the ungodly.  

         Faith Alone:     Jesus’ suffering & death as the substitute for all people of all 

   time purchased & won forgiveness & eternal life for all. Those  

   who hear this Good News & believe it receive these gifts. God  

   creates faith in Christ & gives people forgiveness through Him. 

  Scripture Alone:  The Bible is God's inerrant & infallible Word, in which He 

    reveals His Law & His Gospel of salvation in Christ.  It is the    

   sole rule & norm for Christian doctrine. 

  God bless you as He speaks to us His Word during this time of worship! 
 

WE OFFER BIBLE STUDIES FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN, 

BOTH YOUNG AND OLD!  PLEASE JOIN US! 

Adult Bible Study – 7:00 p.m. Thursday Evenings – Ages 12+ 

Confirmation Class – Contact the Church Office for more info 

Membership Class – Contact the Church Office for more info 

 

A NOTE ON COMMUNION: 
   In this congregation, the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and glad  

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and  

wine, but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins  

and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites those 

who trust His words and repent of all sin to His table. 

   Communion is also a confession of the faith confessed at this altar. Any who are  

not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession different than that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (yet desire to receive the  

Sacrament) are asked to first speak with Pastor Russert or an usher. 

  “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.” 1 Cor. 11:27-28 

 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Stand 

 

OPENING HYMN     

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing sts. 1–4, 8 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 



But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

INTROIT Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; ant.: John 16:16 

A little while, and you will see me no | longer;* 

and again a little while, and you will | see me. 

I will extol you, my | God and King,* 

and bless your name forever and | ever. 

Every day I will | bless you* 

and praise your name forever and | ever. 

The LORD is gracious and | merciful,* 

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,* 

and all your saints shall | bless you! 

My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
A little while, and you will see me no | longer;* 

and again a little while, and you will | see me. 

 

 
KYRIE                     LSB 186 

  

  



HYMN OF PRAISE  

 Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 189 

P The Lord be with you 

  

 P Let us pray. 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what 

You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this 

world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   

Sit 

FIRST READING Acts 8:26–40 
26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 
27

And he rose and went. And there was an 

Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 

her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
28

and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29

And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 
30

So 

Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what 

you are reading?” 
31

And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to 

come up and sit with him. 
32

Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

  and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

 For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 

or about someone else?” 
35

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 

him the good news about Jesus. 
36

And as they were going along the road they came to some water, 

and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 
38

And he 

commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and 

he baptized him. 
39

And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 

away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40

But Philip found himself 

at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to 

Caesarea. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM (spoken responsively) Psalm 150; ant.: v. 6 

Let everything that has breath | praise the LORD!* 

 Praise | the LORD! 

1
Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctu- | ary;* 

 praise him in his mighty | heavens! 

2
Praise him for his | mighty deeds;* 

 praise him according to his excellent | greatness! 

3
Praise him with | trumpet sound;* 

 praise him with | lute and harp! 

4
Praise him with tambou- | rine and dance;* 

 praise him with | strings and pipe! 

5
Praise him with sounding | cymbals;* 

 praise him with loud clashing | cymbals! 

6
Let everything that has breath | praise the LORD!* 

 Praise | the LORD! 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

  is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
           

Let everything that has breath | praise the LORD!* 

 Praise | the LORD! 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1–21 
1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
2
By this you know the Spirit of God: every 

spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
3
and every spirit that 

does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 

coming and now is in the world already. 
4
Little children, you are from God and have overcome 

them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5
They are from the world; 

therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 
6
We are from God. Whoever 

knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 

Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 

God and knows God. 
8
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

9
In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 

that we might live through him. 
10

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another.
 12

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 

love is perfected in us. 
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 



15
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

16
So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 

in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
17

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 

have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 
18

There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 

fears has not been perfected in love. 
19

We love because he first loved us. 
20

If anyone says, “I love 

God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen 

cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
21

And this commandment we have from him: whoever 

loves God must also love his brother. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 190 

  
  

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1–8 

 P    The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15
th
 chapter. 

 

  

1
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 

2
Every branch of mine that 

does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 

more fruit. 
3
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 

4
Abide in me, 

and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me. 
5
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
6
If anyone does not abide in 

me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 

fire, and burned. 
7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 
8
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 

my disciples.”  

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  LSB 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth.  

 



 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

             the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY      

 527 O Savior, Precious Savior 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79, Tune: Arthur H. Mann, 1850–1929, Text and tune: Public domain 



SERMON          Pastor David Russert   

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Healing & Comfort  

THEO NIEGLOS 

DONNA FINKE 

RUTH ARNOUTS 

ELANTRA VEDENETRA 

CAROLYN CHERMAK 

MARJORIE SANDERS 

FRED BRYANT 

LORENZO DINIA 

MARC THOMAS 

MELISSA NOTIS 

FRED 

CHERYL ALONSO 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 

Stand 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 

 475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing   

 

 

 
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872–1955, alt., Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615, Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. 

 Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003957, Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSS SCHILLING 

MARY ANN REED 

THE BORBAS FAMILY 

JASON ANDRIOPOULOS  

BROOKE MORGAN 

BERT RADES 

MATTHEW BRYANT 

STEVEN BRYANT 

DEBBIE OLIVIERA 

KATE OLIVEIRA 

  JOYCE ENGELBERT 

 SAM TRIFUN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     LISA SCHNEIER 

CAROL OLSEN 

JIM MARTIN 

ROSS HIRSCHMAN 

JESSICA IMHAUSER 

RUSS BACCAGLINI 

ARLENE BACCAGLINI 
JANET SWENSON 

JEANNE THOMPSON 
SUE FRANCE 

ANGELO 

  

 

 

 

 

Strength & Comfort 

SUANNE MARTIN 

NICHOLAS 

LOUIS WIEDEMANN 

WARREN 

 



 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE     LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 

P   Lift up your hearts. 

 

 P    Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

  
 

PROPER PREFACE LSB 194 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS      LSB 195 

 

 

 

 



  
 

LORD'S PRAYER  LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 

  

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 



  

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 715 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Hopper, 1818–88, Tune: John E. Gould, 1822–75, Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS      LSB 199 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

  P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  
  

 P     Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

 and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

 toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

        
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS  LSB 201 

 P   The Lord be with you. 

  

 P Bless we the Lord. 

  



BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                      LSB 202 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN    

 686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, Text and tune: Public domain 
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
ORGANIST Bev McGregor 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT  Dan Leggett 

USHER Otto Palmer 

  GREETER Maryann Ferry 

  COUNTER Evankos 

ALTAR GUILD                                                 Kim Bryant, Lisa Leggett 

 
 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given  

by the Altar Guild to the glory of God. 

PRAYER REQUEST NETWORK 
Matthew 18:19 tells us “If two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, 

 it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” 

The Prayer Network will offer prayers for your concerns and joys. 

To request a prayer call Betty Vetter @ 973-887-6027 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTION meets during the second week  

of each month. Members of the congregation are invited to attend. 

The next meeting Wednesday, May 8
th

, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

131 Mountain Way, Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950 

Office: 973-538-7606  www.tlcmp.com 
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